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>N GOES GREEN, TOO

HOME DESI
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of the blozing Tucson sun, equipping o home with solar panel

nake the most of thal relentess sun, and seling up systems lor harvesling
rain or using gray water for irmigation

riendliness. Bul foda

Standing on solid ground:
green flooring
I youre starting your design project from
the ground up, traditional Aooring pres-
ents a host of issues: synthetic lnolewm or
carpets thatemit harmiul volatile organic
t'rnn]nuunti.-: (VOCs], raditional woods
that take years or decades o relorest, and
concrele or tles that use virgin materials
as lanedfills overflow with glass, plastic, and
other items that could be recycled.
Bamhboo, which is technically a grass,
has become one of the most popular green
materials for looring, savs  Natasha
Winnik, owner of Originate Natural

4 With the help of Natasha Winnik of Originate, homeowner Asia Philbin chose green
materials for her kitchen, l'ndudl'rlg Flyhou bamboo caobinets, Richlite countertops

made of recycled poper and resin, and Forbo Marmaleum flooring made with
natural raw materials.
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Building Materials Showroom in Tucson—which boasts one of the stawe’s
st extensive selections of green design producis. Bamboo grows rapidly
and, when properly harvested, doesntneed 1o be reforesied—it grows hack
naturally, It's hath strong and Nexible, stains evenly, and offers a naturally
beautiful finsh,

1 you have your heart set on traditonal woods, more and more com-
panics offer oak, maple, teak, and other woods certilied by the Forest
Stewardship Couneil (FSC), aworldwide organzation that evaluaies every
aspect of 4 company’s wood production, from environmentally responsi-
ble harvesting to delivery w consumers, Salvaged wood (from naturally
felled trees) and reclaimed woods (preserved From old baildings or even
old vinegar or olive tanks) also olter a green approach w raditional woods,

'S SEXIER THAN EVES

For nonswood or woodlike loors. hnoleum offers a natural alternative.
What we know as linoleum twoday is actually vinyl produced with petro-
chemicals, Real Imoleum, vsurped by vinl in the 60s and 705, contains
onlv natural and renewable materials suchas cock Bour and limestone. IU's
produced with very litthe energy, lasts 40-50 years, and unlike vinyl prod-
ucts, its pattern runs throughout the produoct, so il you soratch or serape
iL, vou're not left with an unsightly gray backing to look at,

I vou have your heart set on carpet, look for natural wool carpets with
hemp backing and VOCAree adbesives. And tle lovers, don’t despair.
There's a green way lor vou, as well. Many companies ofler ceramic and
other durable solid flooring that’s a boon (o the world’s landfills, consist-

g of anywhere from 25% to 100% recyeled glass,

Counter intelligence:
green kitchens & baths

When it comes to work or storage
surfaces in the kitchen and hath-
oo, vou need o digalitle deeper
lo discern green from non-green.
For example Corian, a product
made by DuPont, emits few VOCs
butis marle using petroleum, which
is a non-renewable resource, Granite
i beautilul bur nonrenewabile,
Concrete production generates mas-
sive amounts of greenhouse gasses,

<4 Terro Green recycled gloss tiles, lcestone counters made of recycled glass and
cement, and Wheatboard cabinets made of renewable wheat straw con be
found in Philbin's bathroom.
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A Bamboo makes an excellent choice for cabinets; if's strong,
flexible, and offers a natural finish.
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This buffet, table, and chairs
from Environments are made of
Reclaimed teak table by Jason Scott, » recycled Peroba wood.
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